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Honey production in the Yucatan peninsula is expected to decline by 50% this year due to high
employee turnover. The cause of workers' lack of interest in staying on the job is the growing
predominance of "killer" (African) bee apiaries. At present, 60% of all apiaries in Quintana Roo
state are inhabited by the killer bees. Half of the peninsula's annual output of over 20,000 metric
tons comes from Yucatan state, 7,000 MT from Campeche, and 3,000 MT from Quintana Roo. Honey
is one of the region's major exports. The Industrial Development and Trade Secretariat (SECOFI)
reported that in the first two months of 1991, honey exports from the Yucatan earned $2.46 million,
up 130% over the same period in 1990. The lion's share of honey produced in the region is exported
to the United Kingdom, Germany and the US. On April 27, Eduardo Ugartechea Hernandez,
president of the Queretaro state beekeepers association, said that disinformation about killer bees
could destabilize the state's honey industry. Local residents, he added, are insisting that apiaries
be moved to areas partially or totally inappropriate for honey production. Ugartechea pointed out
that 200 households in the state depend on the honey industry for their livelihood. (Source: Notimex,
04/03/91, 04/27/91)
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